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As years revolve, how ebbs and flows the tide 


Of human greatnefs ! 








To THE CounTRY SPECTATOR. 


Curiosity has, in no inftance, been 
more fully exemplified, than in the eagernefs, with 
which we {crutinize the events of paft ages. It is to 
this principle, that we owe the perfevering affiduity 
of the collector of manufcripts and medals, and the 
laborious refearches of the annalift and antiquarian. 
To elucidate the chronicles of former days, the re~ 
moteft quarters of the globe have been explored, 
the haunts of learned obfcurity have been difturbed, 
and the manfions of the dead robbed of their 


repofe. 


Tuer pleafure, derived from enquiries into the 
paft, is to be attributed ultimately to a regard 
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for fomething prefent. Man is a‘being, who forms his 
judgments chiefly from comparifon. In pronoun- 
cing his fortune favourable or unprepitious, he looks 
back to the condition of his anceftry ; and in decid- 
ing on the profperity or decline of his Country, he 

confults the annals of years, that have elapfed. } 


The fame propenfities, however, which are com- 
mon to al] men, in different minds take a different 
bent. Whilft others pore over legends long for- 
gotten, in endeavouring to develope the infancy of 
nations, | have employed myfelf in learning the hif- 
tory of {maller communities, and have found room 
for reflection in a narrower field. 


My life has paffed chiefly in a Country Town: 
and fome obfervations, which I have made in it, 
fhall be the fubject of this letter. On my fixing my 
refidence there, I immediately became acquainted 
with the eftablifhed fubordination of ranks among 
the inhabitants: I faw, who were confidered as en- 
titled to rhe firft degree of refpect, whether it were 
conferred by birth or fortune ; and I remarked the 
feveral gradations of importance from the dignity of 
thofe, who command plays and prefide at affem- 
blies, to the infignificance of others, of whom the 
former profefs to have no knowledge. But this was 
merely a view of the times then exifting. To trace 
the progrefs of particular families towards wealthand 
power, and in others to difcover the gradual decay 
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of intereft and celebrity, recourfe muft be had to 
the remains of antiquity. With thefe the Church 
Yard abounds. Every head-{tone may be confider- 
ed of equal value with an hiftoric medal, and every 
monument may be regarded as a biographical manu- 
{cript. The line, which tells us, that the perfon, 
whom it commemorates, has lived and is dead, fur- 
nifhes information as fatisfactory as that on an Osho: 
and the epitaph fetting forth the profeflion and fa~ 
mily connections of the deceafed, may rank with 
many pages of fecret hiftory preferved from the ra- 


vages of time. 


Amonc the numerous difquifitions, to which the 
grave has given birth, I do not remember that thefe 
remarks have been anticipated, or, at leaft, have 
been ufed for the purpofe, for which they are now 
intended. The viciflitudes of human life have been 
proved by a multiplicity of arguments, and have been 
regularly confirmed by the fame clafs of examples ; 
but felf-evident truths and demonftrable propofitions 
lofe their effect on the mind, unlefs they are placed 
in a new point of view, and are enforced from topics 
hitherto untouched. 


Wirtn this view I lately employed © feveral 
mornings in the burying-ground of the Parifh, in 
which I live ; nor can 1 obferve without feeling and 
concern the revolutions in power and confequence, 
which have fucceeded each other in the courfe ofa 
Dd 2 
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century and an half. The moft ftately monument, 
which our Church-yard boafis, is that of a gentleman 
confpicuous in the hiftory of the wars of Charles the 
firft. If we may credit the infcription, he poflefied 
a very ample fortune, which he confiderably im- 
paired by his loyalty to his fovereign. When the 
royal party had been completely defeated and the un- 
happy monarch had been led to the block, the gen- 
tleman retired to France, where he died in the year 
1659. His body, however, was fent for interment 
to his native town ; and two fons performed the laft 
fad office. Of one of thefe I can find no memorials : 
the remains of the other are depofited near thofe of 
his father, and a modeft {tone fimply ftiles him meles 
he died inthe year 1681. After this I difcover no 
veftiges of thefame family nll 1749, which is the 
date of an epitaph informing the reader, that the de- 
ceafed was atradefman, who had lived in indigence, 
but was lineally defcended from the loyal and brave 
foldier, whofe afhes were covered by the monument 
adjoining. And here the feries of records breaks 
o. Curious, however, to learn, whether fo cele- 
brated a family had become extin®@, I made dili- 
gent enquiry throughout the Parifh, and at length 
difcovered ina mean cottage a labouring man, who 
claimed the honours of deicent from this illuftrious 
ftock. = fre his name fomewhat differently 
from his ‘fathers Kes enter th at his father 
before him ¢ CG id the i. 


authenticity of his claims, 
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fpurs, which the great general, his anceftor, had 
worn at Marffon-Moor. ‘They had come down regu- 
larly from father tofon, “and they will’? conclud- 
ed the poor man, “be all the fortune, which my 
“ boy will inherit.” 


Sucu are the gradations, by which diftinction 
has been loft to the pofterity of the grear. Yet how 
feldom is it, that we can trace the biography of fa- 
milies thro’ a long fuccefflion of years, unlefs it has 
been blazoned with the pomp of heraldry? Of 
thofe, whofe memory has been refcued from obli- 
vion by monumental records, the defcendants have 
generally retired from the theatre of the renown of 
their fires. In poverty, they have withdrawn from 
the place, where neglect has been aggravated by the 
tale of departed grandeur: commerce has feduced 
many from the homage of a name to the acquifition 
of wealth in diftant climes: and they, who have felt 
the flame of glory kindled at the tomb of their fa- 
thers, have quitted folitude and eafe for the field of 
honour, there to reap laurels, which themfelves have 
planted, and in themielves to reftore the credit of a 
finking race. So general have been thefe emigra- 
tions from the town, in which I refide, that of twenty 
feveral families, who were eminent in their day 
for affluence and fplendour, only five have tranf- 
mitted their names to lineal defcendants. Ofthete 
not more than one {till preferves entire the dignity 


of his anceftors: the reft are fallen into want and 
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humiliation, and except in the inftance already re- 
lated, feemfcarcely to know the honours of their 
illuftrious pedigree. 


Ir remains, therefore, to enquire into the origin 
of thofe, who are now the idols of refpect among 
their towns.-men ; thofe, to whom riches command 
attention, whofe fplendour dazzles the judgment, 
and whofe manners afford a model to the crowd 
beneath them. He, however, who would purfue 
greatnefs to the fountains, from whicn it fprang, 
has generally undertaken no eafy tafk. The fame 
pride, which has tempted the defcendants of the il- 
luftrious, to proclaim the renown and glory of their 
progenitors, has prompted thofe, who have rifen 
from obfcurity, to fecrecy and concealment. Of the 
families who refide in this place, I can difcover few 
antiquities» Many have been invited hither from 
remote provinces, by the ailurements of intereft or 
pleafure ; or their anceftors, tho’ fuppofed to have 
inhabited the town thro’ fucceflive generations,never 
attained a fufhcient degree of eminence to have 
their memories preferved. Sometimes, indeed, an 
uncouth ftone 1s {till remaining in the Church-yard, 
to curb the infolence’ of family pride, by remind- 
ing the oftentatious of the modeft virtues of their 
fathers. 


In fhort, Sir, I am acquainted with nothing 
which impreffes on the mind fo firiking a reprefen- 



























tation of the viciffitudes in the world, as the annals 
ofa Country Town. 
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The revolutions, which mark 


the hiftory of empires, ferve rather to inform the 


tatefman in the cabinet, than to affect the phi- 


lofopher in his retirement. 


Our feelings, indeed, 


act forcibly ; but the fphere of their attraction is 


confined. 


of monarchs exiled, a royal race extinct, or nations 
emerging from feeblenefs and barbarif{m to power 


We read, with little intereft or emotion 
’ > 


and grandeur: but who can refled? without fenfa- 


tions of forrow on. changes and viciflitudes in the 


town in which he lives? in the place, to which his 


attachment is ftrong, as it is limited, and in which 


the minuteft events affume a borrowed importance 
from his connection with the perfons, to whom 
they have happened ? 


Many of thefe viciffitudes it has been my lot to 
witnefs. During a forty years refidence in the Pa- 


rifh, whatever has been the object of attention, 


has undergone repeated changes. I have liften- 


ed to the 


inftruction 


of five 


feveral Miniffers : 


the Affembly-Room has been cheered with the viva- 
city of fucceflive fers of beauties, who have now bid 
adieu to the pleafures of the young; and the po- 


litics of the /effry have been directed by a feries of 


{ftatefmen, whofe eloquence has long been mute, or 


whofe authority has been fuperfeded by rifing influ- 
ence. I have feen the wealthy deprefied to want, 


and the humble emerging into affluence: I remem- 
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ber thofe, whofe failings were proclaimed by jea- 
lous competitors, but who are now invidioufly 
contrafted with their fucceffors. I can trace to 
their origin the petty animofities and. hereditary 
feuds ftill fubfifting: I have witnefied the rife and 
decline of parties, the progrefs of refinement, and 
the fluctuation of opinion: in a word, I have here 
feen exhibited, in a f{maller compafs, a piCure of 
mankind. 

Sucu, Sir, are the revolutions in a Country 
Town. 1 know not how far your Readers will be 
interefted in reflections, which fome of them, pers 
haps, have never formed for themfelves: yet he, 
who has contemplated changes like thefe, mutt 
have felt fomething congenial to the fpirit of this 
letter, and have made a fuitable eftimate of human 


life. 
I am, &c. 
U. 


To a Correfpondent. 
The favor of Morpaevs has been received: but the C. S, 
wifhes him to exercife his ingenuity gn a fubje€t more appropriate 
to the Country, than that of jleep, 








